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Read the choices below each question and select the one best answer. Fill in only one answer for 
each question.

Section I.
Your educational and/or work-related 
background

 1.  Choose either the level of education in which you 
are currently enrolled or the highest level that you 
have completed.

A. Elementary school (primary school)
B. General secondary school (junior high 

school)
C. Secondary school for university entrance 

qualification or equivalent (high school)
D. Vocational/technical high school
E. Vocational/technical school after high school
F. Community/junior college (for associate 

degree)
G. Undergraduate college or university (for 

bachelor’s degree)
H. Graduate or professional school (for 

master’s or doctoral degree)
I. Language institution

 2.  Choose the major that you are currently enrolled 
in or the major of your highest degree.  
(The majors shown in parentheses are examples 
only.)
A. Liberal arts (education, fine arts, languages, 

literature, music, psychology)
B. Social studies/law (international studies, law 

studies, political science, sociology)
C. Accounting/business/economics
D. Finance/marketing/trading
E. Sciences (agriculture, computer science, 

mathematics, physics, statistics)
F. Health (medicine, nursing, pharmacy, public 

health)
G. Engineering/architecture
H. Other/none

 3.  Which of the following best describes your 
current status?

A. I am employed full-time (including self-
employed).

B. I am employed part-time and/or study 
part-time.

C. I am not employed. (Skip to Question #6.)
D. I am a full-time student. (Skip to Question #6.)

 4.  If you are currently employed, which industry 
best describes that of your current employer?

01. Agriculture/fishing/forestry/mining
02. Construction/building design
03. Manufacturing—food
04. Manufacturing—pharmaceuticals
05. Manufacturing—chemicals
06. Manufacturing—fabric/paper
07. Manufacturing—oil/petroleum/rubber
08. Manufacturing—steel/other metals
09. Manufacturing—machinery/fine machinery
10. Manufacturing—electronic 
11. Manufacturing—vehicles (includes 

manufacturing of all modes of transportation)
12. Manufacturing—cement/glass
13. Manufacturing—clothing
14. Manufacturing—other
15. Service—education (high school equivalent 

or below)
16. Service—education (college equivalent or 

above, assessment, research)  
17. Service—court/legislative/municipal/prefecture
18. Service—foreign affairs
19. Service—armed forces
20. Service—health/hospital/medical research 
21. Service—hotel/recreation/restaurant/travel
22. Service—other
23. Public utilities production/management 

(electricity/water supply)
24. Broadcasting/mass media
25. Telecommunication
26. Retail/wholesale
27. Trading
28. Accounting/banking/finance/security
29. Insurance
30. Real estate
31. Transportation
32. Other

 5.  If you are currently employed, which of the 
following best describes the type of job you do? 
(The jobs shown in parentheses are examples only.)

A. Management (executive, manager, director)
B. Scientific/technical professionals (engineer,  

mathematician, programmer, researcher, 
scientist)

C. Teaching/training 
D. Professional specialist (accountant, broker,  

financial specialist, lawyer) 
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E. Technician (carpenter, electrician, equipment  
operator, plumber) 

F. Marketing/sales (foreign exchange broker,  
marketing analyst, real estate agent, sales  
representative, travel agent)

G. Clerical/administrative (office staff member,  
receptionist, secretary) 

H. Services (customer service representative,  
human resources representative, hotel staff   
member, public relations representative) 

I. Other

Section II.
Your English-language experience

 6.  How many years have you spent studying 
English?

A. Less than or equal to 4 years
B. More than 4 years but less than or equal to 

6 years
C. More than 6 years but less than or equal to 

10 years
D. More than 10 years 

 7.  Which of the following language skills are/were 
most emphasized? 

A. Listening
B. Reading
C. Speaking
D. Writing
E. Listening and speaking
F. Reading and writing
G. Listening, reading, speaking, and writing

 8.  How much time must you use English in your 
daily life?

A. None at all
B. 1 to 10%
C. 11 to 20% 
D. 21 to 50% 
E. 51 to 100% 

 9.  Which of the following English-language skills do 
you use most often?

A. Listening
B. Reading
C. Speaking
D. Writing
E. Listening and speaking
F. Reading and writing
G. Listening, reading, speaking, and writing

10.  How often has difficulty with English affected 
your ability to communicate?

A. Almost never
B. Seldom
C. Sometimes
D. Frequently
E. Almost always

11.  Have you ever lived in a country in which English 
is the main spoken language?

A. No (Skip to Question #13.)
B. Yes, for less than 6 months
C. Yes, for 6 to 12 months
D. Yes, for more than 1 but less than or  

equal to 2 years
E. Yes, for more than 2 years

12.  What was your main purpose for living in a 
country in which English is the main spoken 
language?

A. To study (in other than an English-language 
program)

B. To participate in an English-language 
program

C. To travel (not work related)
D. To work
E. Other

Section III. 
Your experience in taking the TOEIC test

13.  Before today, how many times have you taken 
the TOEIC test?

A. Never 
B. Once
C. Twice
D. Three times or more

14.  What is your main purpose for taking today’s 
TOEIC test?

A. For a job application
B. For promotion
C. To assess the effectiveness of an English- 

language program
D. To assess future learning needs
E. To graduate from a course of study

741714

00004-61071 • Y67E5 • Printed in U.S.A.

Background Questionnaire 
- Side 2


